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him, probably alive, in the same grave".1 One Sambhu
burnt himself with spontaneous zeal at the death of king
Parahita according to the vow, which he had taken,*
The most outstanding example is that of one Kuvara-
laksma, the general, minister and the most trusted guard
of Viraballaia II of the Hoysalas, who is said to have
killed himself along with his wife and a retinue of 1000
soldiers as soon as his lord died. The record that
describes the most intimate relations between Kuvara-
laksma and Viraballaia and also speaks of their end is
one of the best poetical pieces in inscriptional literature
in Kannada,* One Samanta Singeyanayaka followed his
Hoysala king Narasimha III in death along with his wife
and servants.* The procedure of a vow, taken by devoted
officers of this category, has been described by Abu Zaid
as having reference to the Rastrakuta period: " At the
time of the coronation of a king, his deeply attached
followers used to take voluntarily a portion of the rice
prepared for the king on the occasion. All such persons
were obliged to burn themselves when the king was dead
or slain" \ All this is something like a male form of the
female practice of self-immolation, evident in "Sati" or
" Sahagamana ". But this was not peculiar to Karnataka
since " many cases are recorded in the Kasmlr Chronicle
of loyal and devoted officers burning themselves on the
funeral pyres of their dead masters.......The custom
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